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US AGRICULTURE’S OPPORTUNITIES TO CONTRIBUTE
TO THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs)
• USFRA, with funding from the United
Soybean Board and assistance from
WBCSD, published a 2020 report
examining U.S. agriculture’s potential to
contribution to the SDGs.
• For the report, the team interviewed 41
people from across the food system and
reviewed existing reports and studies from
academia, government, NGOs and
business groups over the past 3 years.
• View report:
www.wbcsd.org/Programs/Food-andNature/Food-Land-Use/News/WBCSDsupports-the-development-of-landmarkSDG-report-focused-on-US-agriculture.
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Progress Made and Challenges Still to Address

Opportunities to Advance

• Ag sector output grew 170% from 1948-2015 while
inputs rose only 7% over the same period
• Food deserts continued to pose challenges to
ensuring nutritious diets
• As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, an
estimated 17 million more Americans will be food
insecure in 2020 than in 2019

• Build resiliency in the agricultural and food supply chains
• Leverage sustainable productivity, innovation and stronger
connections between farmers and ranchers and hunger
relief organizations to ensure affordable, accessible food
is available to all
• Expand urban agriculture to provide more fresh produce in
cities

• Agriculture accounts for 80% of the U.S.’s
consumptive water use
• Improvements in water management and precision
agriculture have led to an increase in on-farm
efficiency, decreased runoff, reduced pesticide use,
improved crop yields, and water cost savings

• Adapt water use and nutrient management practices to
maximize water efficiency
• Minimize total water use by the sector
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• 8 cents of each food dollar expenditure in 2018
went to farm production
• Farmers and ranchers are caught in a price-cost
squeeze due to low profit margins and high levels of
risk
• There are concerns around labor practices, safe
working conditions, and human rights amongst
farmworkers

• Protect and support the sector’s workforce (agricultural
and food sectors currently employ 15% of the U.S.
workforce)
• Invest in access to education, training and other workforce
development programs to support the increasing
sophistication of modern agriculture
• Develop mechanisms to increase income for farmers that
allow farmers to share risk and reward with other value
chain partners
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• An estimated 30-40% of all food produced in the
U.S. each year becomes loss or waste
• Consumer products packaging made up 30% of
municipal solid waste generated in 2017

• Facilitate nutrient cycling through municipal composting
systems for residential and commercial food and yard
waste, and repurpose food loss on farms
• Innovate and scale sustainable food and beverage
packaging
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• U.S. agriculture currently accounts for about 9% of
U.S. GHG emissions.
• Companies across the food and ag value chain
have set ambitious goals to reduce their own GHG
emissions
• Climate change and extreme weather continue to
pose challenges for the ag sector

• Use agriculture to drawdown carbon. U.S agriculture has
the potential to halve its GHG emissions in less than 5
years using only existing practices and technology
• U.S. agriculture can be carbon positive by 2035
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• Programs supporting farmers to reduce runoff has
improved water quality across the country
• Nutrient runoff from land-based farming in many
regions still affects marine water bodies

• Expand marine aquaculture, which can play a restorative
role in marine ecosystems
• Fund proven programs that support farmers to improve
water quality in surrounding water bodies
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• More than 15% of U.S. farmland is used for
conservation and wildlife habitat improvement
• Since 2012, soil health efforts have increased by
17%
• Between 2001 and 2016, 11 million acres of
farmland and ranchland were lost to development.

• Cultivate agricultural lands as natural spaces – agricultural
production accounts for over half of U.S. land use
• Protect farmland from development, which releases
carbon, reduces water retention, and reduces wildlife
habitat
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